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Notification of Reasons of Refusal 

Application Number: 2000-606337 
Drafting Date: September 19, 2003 

Examiner of JPO: Masayuki AKITA 9302 2 J00 
Representative: Takekazu MORISHITA 
Applied Provision: Patent Law Section 29(2) 

This application should be refused for the reason mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, such 
argument should be submitted within 3 months from the date on which 
this notification was dispatched. 

Reason 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent 
Law Section 29(2) since it could have been easily made by persons who 
have common knowledge in the technical field to which the inventions 
pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in the publications 
listed below which was distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to 
the filing of the subject application. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below.) 

With regard to claims 1-5 and 7-11 
Cited Document 1: 7-60972 

The cited document 1 relates to an ink jet head. According to the 
cited document 1, on an ink fluid side of a fluid substrate, ink inlets 2a 
and ink outlets 2c are formed, and a nozzle 3 pierces through the 
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substrate to the other side (nozzle side) thereof. The nozzle 3 has a 
tapered outlet 3b on the nozzle side. Thus, there are no particular 
differences between the inventions claimed in claims 1-5 and 7-11 and 
the invention disclosed by the cited document 1. 

With regard to claim 6 

Cited Document 1 

Cited Document 2: International Publication No. WO97/04297 
(reference: Japanese Publication No. 2002-515820) 

The cited document 2 discloses a microscale fluid handling 
system which permits off-chip analysis or collection of a fluid sample or 
further off-chip sample manipulation and analysis. The fluid handling 
system comprises fluid inlets and fluid outlets formed on a surface of a 
substrate and a plurality of channels which connect the fluid inlets to the 
fluid outlets. 

It has been well known (for example, from Japanese Publication 
No. 8-114601) that an ink jet can be applied to dispensing of a fluid 
sample. It is perceived that a person skilled in the art could have easily 
made the inventions in claim 6 by using the invention of the cited 
document 1 as the substrate of the cited document 2. 

For the claims other than the claims specified in this notification 
of reasons for refusal, no reason for refusal is found at present. If any 
reason for refusal is found later, it will be notified. 


Record of the Result of Prior Art Search 


Technical Field Searched: 
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Int. Cl(7) G01N 1/00-1/44, G01N 35/00-35/10 
Prior Art Documents: 

Japanese Publication No. 62-69139 
Japanese Publication No. 4-251750 
Japanese Publication No. 4-503249 
Japanese Publication No. 5-240872 
Japanese Publication No. 8-233710 
Japanese Publication No. 9-504864 
Japanese Publication No. 11-247763 
Japanese Publication No. 2000-509651 V 
Japanese Publication No. 2001-520380 
International Publication No. 98/36832 / 
International Publication No. 98/51999 
U.S. Patent No. 5100627 
U.S. Patent No. 5508200 
U.S. Patent No. 5593290 

This record is not a component of the reasons for refusal. 
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